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(1) 

WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF POLITICAL AF-
FAIRS: IS SUPPORTING CANDIDATES AND 
CAMPAIGN FUND–RAISING AN APPRO-
PRIATE USE OF A GOVERNMENT OFFICE? 

Wednesday, July 16, 2014, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:00 a.m. in room 

2154, Rayburn House Office Building, the Honorable Darrell Issa 
[chairman of the committee], presiding. 

Present: Representatives Issa, Mica, Farenthold, Lummis, 
Woodall, Lankford, DesJarlais, Chaffetz, Jordan, Bentivolio, Mead-
ows, Turner, Gowdy, Cummings, Norton, Connolly, Tierney, Lujan 
Grisham, Welch, Kelly and Horsford. 

Staff Present: Alexa Armstrong, Majority Legislative Assistant; 
Melissa Beaumont; Majority Assistant Clerk; Molly Boyl, Majority 
Deputy General Counsel and Parliamentarian; Lawrence J. Brady, 
Majority Staff Director; Ashley H. Callen, Majority Deputy Chief 
Counsel for Investigations; Sharon Casey; Majority Senior Assist-
ant Clerk; Steve Castor, Majority General Counsel; John Cuaderes, 
Majority Deputy Staff Director; Lemar Echols, Majority Counsel; 
Adam P. Fromm, Majority Director of Member Services and Com-
mittee Operations; Linda Good, Majority Chief Clerk; Frederick 
Hill, Majority Deputy Staff Director for Communications and Strat-
egy; Christopher Hixon, Majority Chief Counsel for Oversight; 
Caroline Ingram, Majority Counsel; Ashok M. Pinto; Majority Chief 
Counsel, Investigations; Andrew Rezendes, Majority Counsel; Jes-
sica Seale, Majority Digital Director; Andrew Shult, Majority Dep-
uty Digital Director; Jonathan J. Skladany, Majority Deputy Gen-
eral Counsel; Katy Summerlin, Majority Press Assistant; Sarah 
Vance, Majority Assistant Clerk; Rebecca Watkins, Majority Com-
munications Director; Krista Boyd, Minority Deputy Director of 
Legislation/Counsel; Marianna Boyd, Minority Counsel; Aryele 
Bradford, Minority Press Secretary; Susanne Sachsman Grooms, 
Minority Deputy Staff Director/Chief Counsel; Jennifer Hoffman, 
Minority Communications Director; Elisa LaNier, Minority Director 
of Operations; Juan McCullum, Minority Clerk; and Dave Rapallo, 
Minority Staff Director. 

Chairman ISSA. Good morning. The committee will come to order. 
Today’s hearing is on the White House Office of Political Affairs: 

is supporting candidates and campaign fund-raising an appropriate 
use of a government office? 
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The Oversight Committee exists to secure two fundamental prin-
ciples. First, Americans have the right to know that the money 
Washington takes from them is well spent. Second, Americans de-
serve an efficient and effective government that works for them. 

Our duty on the Oversight and Government Reform Committee 
is to protect these rights. Our solemn responsibility is to hold gov-
ernment accountable to taxpayers because taxpayers have a right 
to know what they get from the government. 

Our job is to work tirelessly in partnership with citizen watch-
dogs to deliver the facts to the American people and bring genuine 
reform to the Federal bureaucracy. This is our mission. 

Last night, the committee received a deeply disturbing letter 
from the White House Counsel. The Counsel declared that a senior 
advisor to the President, David Simas, a witness who had been 
subpoenaed to testify here today, was ‘‘immune from congressional 
compulsion to testify.’’ 

This is at odds with rulings from our Judicial Branch about 
checks and balances. It is directly in conflict with the case known 
as Miers Bolton, a lawsuit brought by the Democrats and then- 
Chairman John Conyers when they were in the majority. 

A federal judge wrote that senior advisors to the President of the 
United States are ‘‘not absolutely immune from congressional proc-
ess.’’ Oversight of political activities in the White House has fre-
quently been a divisive issue and it has been an issue over which 
this committee has asserted jurisdiction and oversight on a bipar-
tisan basis over the last four committee chairmen while I have 
been a member of the committee. 

For example, in 2007, former committee Chairman Henry Wax-
man initiated a series of investigations into improper political ac-
tivities in the Bush Administration. During the committee’s two 
year investigation, the staff interviewed 18 political appointees, in-
cluding President Bush’s political directors, in other words, the 
same individual we are not getting today, and received nearly 
70,000 pages of documents. 

For those who do not know what 70,000 pages of documents look 
like, it is 14 banker boxes filled with documents. Even the chair-
man of the Republican National Committee received a subpoena re-
quiring production of emails. 

The committee’s current investigation has looked much different. 
It has exercised patience for months and gave the White House ex-
tensive opportunities to explain concerns through briefings and 
document productions. 

In his first run for President, then Senator Obama campaigned 
on closing the White House Political Office. In January 2011, three 
years into his term, the Office of Special Counsel concluded that 
the White House Office of Political Affairs violated laws, namely 
the Hatch Act, designed to keep taxpayers from paying for political 
activities by government workers, the same the White House an-
nounced the closure of the political office. That office remained 
closed for almost three years. 

In January 2014, the White House announced the reopening of 
its political office. The office’s new name is Office of Political Strat-
egy and Outreach or OPSO. In March, the committee sought infor-
mation about the relaunch of this political office in an effort to con-
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tinue this committee’s legacy of overseeing the White House polit-
ical office. 

This request came as the committee learned that two members 
who served in President Obama’s campaign had violated the Hatch 
Act by abusing their positions to aid overtly political campaign ef-
forts. 

In March 2012, the United States Labor Secretary Hilda Solis, 
a sitting member of the President’s Cabinet, engaged in prohibited 
activity outlined in the Hatch Act. The Los Angeles Times reported 
that Secretary Solis had solicited a donation from a subordinate 
Labor Department employee. 

The committee has now come to have possession of a voice mail 
and I would ask that it be played now. 

[Voice Mail played.] 
Chairman ISSA. That recording was a message Secretary Solis 

left on the phone of a subordinate employee at her department and 
was the subject of complaint made to the Office of Special Counsel. 

Hatch Act violations have been a problem under all Administra-
tions. This makes the claim by this Administration that they are 
doing everything right and should be immune from oversight all 
the more indefensible. 

It is deeply ironic that an Administration claiming to be the most 
transparent ever has resisted oversight of its political office and of-
fered less cooperation than its predecessors. Today’s hearing was 
intended to be an opportunity for Congress to assess how the Ad-
ministration has tried to address the issues raised by the Office of 
Special Counsel’s 2011 report on political activity. 

That report found OPA was inherent in violation of federal law 
because taxpayer dollars were being used to pay the salaries of 
staff who conducted political activities. Surprisingly, the White 
House did not consult with the Office of Special Counsel before re-
opening OPA, despite the agency’s critical role in enforcing the 
Hatch Act. 

The American people have a right to know that the tax dollars 
being spent are not spent on political activities of Republicans or 
Democrats. This committee is obligated to shed light on improper 
use of taxpayer money for political gain. This committee has an ob-
ligation to look into whether it is happening or not. 

We do not and should not need a smoking gun in order to look 
into whether or not taxpayer dollars that are being spent are being 
spent properly. An inherent tenet of this committee has always 
been if taxpayer dollars are being spent, if the power of the govern-
ment is being used, then we have jurisdiction. That has not 
changed and will not change under leaders of either party. 

Unfortunately, the most key witness, Mr. Simas, who serves as 
the Director of White House Political Office, has chosen to defy the 
committee’s legal obligation and its subpoena. The panel of wit-
nesses who are here today, I want to thank you for your appearing, 
particularly Ms. Lerner, who I know had to make significant 
changes in her otherwise busy schedule to be here. I would never 
have brought you here unless I thought we were going to have a 
full complete hearing. 

The committee wrote Mr. Simas on July 3, 2014 to invite him to 
today’s hearing. White House Counsel Neil Eggleston, wrote to me 
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on July 10, 2014, stating that the request of Mr. Simas to testify 
was not appropriate. I then authorized a subpoena for Mr. Simas 
to appear after staff consultation with the Minority. The subpoena 
was served on July 11, 2014 and the White House accepted service. 

As one of our witnesses has chosen not to appear, we will be un-
able to have a full and fair hearing. Nevertheless, we will offer 
opening statements. At this time I would ask unanimous consent 
to place the correspondence between the White House and this 
committee in the record. Without objection, so ordered. 

Chairman ISSA. Without objection, the Chair is authorized to de-
clare recess of the committee at any time. With that, I recognize 
the Ranking Member, Mr. Cummings, for his opening statement. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
For the past 18 years, I have been deeply honored to serve as a 

member of the House of Representatives, representing 700,000 peo-
ple from the great State of Maryland. 

At the same time, I have been truly honored on every day of that 
18 years to serve on this committee. I also have tremendous respect 
for this committee and the chief investigative body of the House 
that it is. 

For these reasons, I strongly support the authority to issue sub-
poenas, when necessary, to require people to provide information to 
fulfill our constitutional responsibilities, but I cannot and I will not 
support the abuse of this very powerful authority when it serves 
no legitimate purpose and where there is no evidence that a wit-
ness did anything wrong. 

These actions do not enhance our authority as a committee. They 
undermine it. They degrade it and they make us weaker. They dis-
tract and they lead to dysfunction and if you want to be effective 
and efficient in the things we do, then the last thing we need is 
distraction and dysfunction. 

Last Friday, Chairman Issa issued a unilateral subpoena to com-
pel David Simas to testify here today. Mr. Simas is a senior advisor 
to the President of the United States of America and everyone on 
this committee knows the doctrine of separation of powers. As a 
matter of fact, it was first introduced to me in middle school. 

We do not simply haul in one of the President’s top advisors at 
will. There must be a valid reason. There must be a predicate. 
There must be a justification, some evidence that this official en-
gaged in some type of inappropriate activity. That foundation sim-
ply does not exist. 

On Friday, I wrote a letter to the Chairman formally objecting 
to the subpoena. I noted that he has already issued nearly 100 sub-
poenas without any debate or vote of this committee. This is more 
than all three previous chairmen combined in less than half the 
time. 

I also noted that his unilateral subpoenas began to spike last 
month after Speaker Boehner announced that he was taking the 
Benghazi investigation away from this committee and transferring 
it to the new Select Committee. 

For example, the Chairman issued a subpoena to the Secretary 
of State without even calling to see if he was available to testify. 
He later withdrew the subpoena. 
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The Chairman also issued a subpoena to the IRS Commissioner 
in an attempt to hold the first public hearing on Lois Lerner’s 
emails. That failed and the Committee on Ways and Means went 
first. 

Then on Friday, Chairman Issa proposed the latest subpoena. 
The subpoena was not based on anything Mr. Simas did. It was 
based on the fact that the White House violated the Hatch Act six 
years ago under the Bush Administration. The committee has iden-
tified no evidence that Mr. Simas or anyone in his office did any-
thing inappropriate. 

In my letter, I asked Chairman Issa not to issue the subpoena. 
If he thought I was wrong, then I asked him to bring it before the 
committee for a vote, but he ignored my concerns. He did not reply 
to my letter, did not call a committee vote, he just issued the sub-
poena by himself. 

These actions directly contradict the pledges made by the Chair-
man during this committee’s first meeting four years ago in 2011. 
I shall never forget that meeting. It started off with a prayer by 
our former Chairman Ed Towns. I would now like to play a video 
clip from that meeting so that we can remember back then and 
those who may not have been here they need to see this. Play the 
clip, please. 

[Video shown.] 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Chairman, those were your words; they were 

not mine. I said something else in that hearing and I cited an old 
proverb. It basically said that if you want to go fast, go alone but, 
if you want to go far, go with others together. That was four years 
ago. 

When I raised concerns, you did not take them seriously. You did 
not ask other members if you were nuts or if you were wrong. 
When I asked for a vote, you ignored my request. Since you have 
been chairman, you have not held a single vote on even one of your 
nearly 100 subpoenas. 

One of the things that concerns me about this committee and 
this Congress is every two years when we raise our hands and 
swear to protect the citizens of our country, there is something that 
underlies that. That is that we have a duty to preserve this democ-
racy that we inherited when we came upon this earth. 

Mr. Chairman, with the utmost respect, for this institution, be-
cause this is not about me, this is not about this committee. This 
is about generations yet unborn. I urge you to change course. This 
is supposed to be a deliberative body. 

The members of this committee, I will say it and say it until I 
die, the members, each one of them, represents 700,000 plus peo-
ple, 700,000. The members should have the chance to deliberate, 
especially on matters as serious as compelling the testimony of a 
senior presidential advisor. 

It is time for this committee to stop serving as the center stage 
for political theater and fulfill its responsibilities under the Con-
stitution to conduct responsible oversight. 

Then the Chairman cited the Miers case and I am glad he did. 
In Miers, when the Bush Administration claimed executive privi-
lege to prevent the White House Counsel, Harriet Miers, from testi-
fying before the House Judiciary Committee in 2007 and 2008, the 
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committee had a legitimate investigation into the forced resigna-
tions of seven U.S. attorneys. 

The D.C. District Court explained, ‘‘Congress moreover is acting 
pursuant to legitimate use of its investigative authority. Notwith-
standing its best efforts, the committee has been unable to discover 
the underlying causes of the forced terminations of the U.S. attor-
neys. The committee has legitimate reasons to believe that Ms. 
Miers’ testimony can remedy that deficiency. There is no evidence 
that the committee is merely seeking to harass Ms. Miers by call-
ing her to testify.’’ 

Finally, in the Miers case, there are some distinguishing factors. 
Keep in mind Ms. Miers was no longer in the White House. Num-
ber two, remember there was a complaint to the Office of Special 
Counsel already, a complaint about the firing of U.S. attorneys. 
And number three, there had been negotiations and all parties de-
clared there was an impasse. 

Here only one person declares that there is an impasse appar-
ently and that is the Chairman. 

And so I end by saying this is our watch. I end by saying we are 
better than this. If we want to go far, let us go together. If we want 
to go fast, go alone. 

With that, I yield back. 
Chairman ISSA. I thank the gentleman. 
As our witness has chosen not to appear, we are unable to com-

plete the full hearing. The committee stands in recess. 
[Whereupon, at 10:28 a.m., the committee was recessed.] 
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